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[Abstract)

This article examines how U.S.-China strategic rivalry affects the
construction of climate change norms and the international order, with a focus
on the Asia-Pacific region. Intensifying competition between the two major
powers has undermined the stability and effectiveness of the existing climate
regime, as illustrated by delays in the implementation of the Paris Agreement
and the submission of Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs). At the
same time, China has expanded its normative influence through frameworks
such as the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), the Asian Infrastructure
Investment Bank (AIIB), and the Global Development Initiative (GDI),
while the United States has promoted alternative arrangements through
initiatives including the Indo-Pacific Economic Framework (IPEF) and the
Partnership for Global Infrastructure and Investment (PGII). These parallel
and competing frameworks have accelerated institutional fragmentation in
regional environmental governance. Nevertheless, actors beyond the two
major powers—particularly regional organizations—have also advanced

norm construction, partially filling governance gaps. The article argues
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that while great-power rivalry weakens established multilateral regimes, it
simultaneously generates opportunities for multi-level norm development and

institutional innovation.

Keywords: U.S.-China rivalry, Climate change norms, Institutional

fragmentation, Asia-Pacific, International regime
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